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Historic Name: Bulkeley, Edward House

Common Name:

Address: 92 Sudbury Rd

 

City/Town: Concord

Village/Neighborhood: Concord Center

Local No: G9-764

Year Constructed: c 1683

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): First Period

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture; Exploration Settlement

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard
Foundation: Brick; Granite; Stone, Cut
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FORM B - BUILDING 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

UTM REFERENCE P a r r e l HQ-764 

USGS QUADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

AREA 

CON I t ? 

FORM NO. 

in 

CONCORD 

ss 
92 Sudbury Road 

r i c Name
 E d w a r d

 Bulkeley House 

Present 

Original 

IPTION 

dwelling 

dwel1ing 

1660 

Keyes, Fenn, 

Architect 

F i r s t Period/Second 
Period update 

unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings shed 

Major Alterations (with dates) repro. 
door, o r i e l bay window, screened side 
porch (see p. 2) 

Condition 

Moved Date _____ 

Acreage 

Setting 

I s s s than one a c r e 

"lose to s t r e e t , i n 

neighborhood of l8th-19th-C. houses. 

Wide-picket fence at front. 

A. Forbes Recorded by 
Research by Tryntje Hawks 

Organization for Concord H i s t . Comm. 

Date 



. . ( 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

In s p i t e of having been moved, for i t s association with the Bulkeley family and with the 
late nineteenth-century r e s i d e n t i a l development of Concord center, #92 Sudbury Road 
meets C r i t e r i o n A as part of a National Register d i s t r i c t . As a rare example of 
seventeenth-century " F i r s t Period" architecture, the house also meets C r i t e r i o n C. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

Concord i s fortunate to have several houses which date to the pre-1725 " F i r s t Period" of 
architecture i n America. Said to have been b u i l t by 1660, t h i s house could prove to be 
extremely s i g n i f i c a n t as a rare example of the early decades of that post-medieval type 
of construction. Examination of the frame and further deed research would be needed to 
determine i f that i s indeed the case. The building today appears i n updated form, 
undoubtedly having been altered and expanded many times over the years. I t i s a 
two-story, five-bay structure, with a long 2-story rear wing. The windows are 
6-over-6-sash with molded surrounds, and an enclosed, pedimented vestibule, or entry 
"porch" stands on a brick foundation at the center of the facade. (Most of the 
foundation i s dressed granite. Consistent with at least an eighteenth-century date i s 
the severely p l a i n trim, with narrow corner boards, a molded front cornice, and no roof 
overhang at the gable ends. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house i s s a i d to have been standing on the north side of Main Street by 1660; i f 
that i s the case, i t would be one of Concord's very e a r l i e s t F i r s t Period houses. A 
deed referring to the property, with a dwelling on i t , records the 1663 transfer of 10 
acres of land located on today's Main Street to Edward Bulkeley by h i s mother, widow of 
one of Concord's founders and i t s f i r s t minister, Peter Bulkeley. 

I Edward Bulkeley followed i n h i s father's footsteps to become the second minister of the 
i town. He died i n 1694, whereupon the property was sold to Jonathan Prescott, a doctor 
* and blacksmith. I t remained i n the Prescott family for well over a hundred years, 

passing to Prescott's son John, then to grandson Willoughby Prescott, whose two sons, 
John and Abel, inherited i t . John appears to have been a builder, and i s s a i d to have 
b u i l t both the William Munroe and Samuel Hoar Houses on Main Street on land belonging to 
h i s father. (He relocated to Maine i n 1819.) Abel b u i l t a bake shop on Main Street 
across from t h e i r father's property. (Cont.) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which i s being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 

92 Sudbury was supposedly moved to i t s present location by Josiah Davis, who wished to 
bu i l d a house and store on the Main Street s i t e i n 1826. Thomas Benjamin owned the l o t 
on Sudbury Road; i t i s equally possible that i t was he who had the house moved. He i s 
said to have sold the property to chaise-maker Elisha Jones. 

In 1830 the house appears on the Hales map as belonging to G.W. Hunstable, although 
other sources say that sale took place i n 1835. By 1856 the property appears under the 
name of "J. 0'Gorman." I t i s said t o have been occupied i n 1867 by two f a m i l i e s — o f 
James Maguire and Ellen Gorman. Moses Hobson owned i t b r i e f l y i n 1872, as he did so 
many other houses i n the v i c i n i t y , and sold i t that, same year to John Bent. Bent sold 
i t t o Samuel Staples i n 1873, and Martin Bulger owned i t from 1874 to 1888. In 1888 
Louisa Norcross, (a cousin of Emily Dickinson,) bought the property. She occupied the 
house with her s i s t e r u n t i l 1908, when i t was purchased by W i l l e t t a Dodge. 
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